
SAVE THE DATE! 

  

The Gloria F. Ross Center for Tapestry Studies is pleased to announce 

The Eighth Annual GFR Lecture 

  

ARTISTS’ TAPESTRIES FROM AUSTRALIA, 1976-2001 

 

Sue Walker 

Founding Director, Victorian Tapestry Workshop, Melbourne, Australia 

  

Friday, May 19, 2006, 5:30 pm  

Followed by an informal reception 

St. Francis Auditorium, Museum of Fine Arts 

107 West Palace Avenue, just off the Plaza 

Santa Fe, New Mexico 

  

Co-presented by the GFR Center for Tapestry Studies and the Museum of Fine Arts, 

Santa Fe 

 

The lecture is free and open to the public.  The Museum is free to the public every Friday 

night from 5 until 8 pm. 

ABSTRACT 

Sue Walker, founding director of the Victorian Tapestry Workshop (VTW), will tell the 

remarkable story of the Workshop, an enterprise that grew from the imaginations of 

artists and enlightened community leaders to become the largest provider of public art in 

Australia.   Today the VTW is an impressive large-scale atelier in the grand tapestry 

tradition, working globally in the contemporary art world.  

Having no exact parallels today in scale, ambition or philosophy, the VTW attributes part 

of its extraordinary and rapid success not only to Australia’s clear light and fine quality 

wool, but also to the decision to employ weavers who are themselves trained as artists 

and are thus able to interact with designer artists in a rich and lively collaboration.  

Ms. Walker will illustrate her talk with many examples of the 350 tapestries woven under 

her leadership and ranging in size from exquisite miniatures to monumental wall pieces. 

Her particular focus will be the fascinating process of artistic interaction through which 

an artist’s image is reinvented in tapestry as a new and vital form while retaining truth to 

the artist’s intention.  

  

It is an extraordinary story of the way contemporary artists, including Aboriginal artists 

from remote communities, breathed new life into an ancient art in a country that had no 

history of tapestry production and little contact with the traditions of European tapestry. 

  

Excerpt from an interview with Sue Walker: 

  



“I think the wonderful thing about the Workshop has been the opportunities it has 

offered for Australian artists, and some overseas artists, to work in the medium of 

tapestry.  This was one of the intentions of the founders, that Australian artists 

have the opportunity to work here in their own country without having to go to 

Europe and work within the European tradition.  

  

“It has been an opportunity to develop an Australian tradition of tapestry that is 

based on the European experience but is very much Australian.   The vibrancy of 

the colours we use, the liveliness of our approach, the mixing of colours on the 

bobbin, the energy, the risk taking that is evident in our work is exciting.  The 

artists who have contributed to that process as designers and weavers have 

enjoyed a great opportunity made possible because of the initiative of the 

founders and the people principally from the Victorian Government who have 

continued to support it. Particularly critical in our development of an Australian 

approach to tapestry was the early encouragement of Scottish weaver Archie 

Brennan who provided generous practical advice and inspired us to believe this 

was possible.” 

  

BRIEF BIOGRAPHIC SKETCH 

Sue Walker is a graduate of Melbourne University where she is currently engaged in 

post-graduate studies as a PhD candidate in the Department of Fine Arts, Classical 

Studies and Archeology.  A long standing involvement with the visual and decorative arts, 

initially in education, and an interest in architecture inspired by her architect father, led to 

her appointment in 1976 as the founding Director of the Victorian Tapestry Workshop.  In 

this position she has played a key role in bringing the art of tapestry into the mainstream 

of Australia's cultural life. She has been responsible for initiating opportunities for more 

than 300 artists from Australia and overseas to work in tapestry and has encouraged them 

to work collaboratively with weavers who are themselves trained artists. 

  

As Director of the Workshop she has curated and toured numerous traveling exhibitions 

to major centres throughout the world including New York, London, Paris, Germany, 

Denmark, Turkey, Japan, New Zealand, Kuala Lumpur, and Singapore,  

  

In 1988 with her colleague Kate Derum, she convened an International Tapestry 

Symposium in Melbourne that attracted delegates from 23 countries and resulted in the 

establishment of a worldwide tapestry network.  

  

She has edited and published several full-colour catalogues, and lectured at numerous 

Study Days and Conferences in world centres including Kyoto, Chicago, Beijing, 

Singapore, Kuala Lumpur and the Victoria and Albert Museum, London. 

  

TRAVEL PLANNING: 

Many Santa Fe galleries and museums will be featuring textiles this coming spring and 

summer.  Don’t miss the Wheelwright Museum, the Museum of Indian Arts and Culture, 

the Museum of International Folk Art, as well as our host, the Museum of Fine Arts.  Also 



plan to visit the Santa Fe Weaving Gallery, Thirteen Moons Gallery, Kahlenberg’s Tai 

Gallery, Price Dewey Galleries, and many, many others. 

Most visitors fly into Albuquerque and take one of the hired shuttle vans to Santa Fe 

(about an hour from the airport).   

There are many great places to stay and to eat in Santa Fe.  Some useful websites: 

Museum of Fine Arts www.mfasantafe.org  

Santa Fe Visitors Bureau www.santafe.org 

New Mexico Department of Tourism www.newmexico.org 

Santa Fe Chamber of Commerce www.santafechamber.com 

Santa Fe County www.seesantafe.org 

WE HOPE TO SEE YOU IN SANTA FE! 

Watch for more details and related news at www.tapestrycenter.org 

  

Ann Lane Hedlund, Ph.D. 

Director 

The Gloria F. Ross Center for Tapestry Studies 

Arizona State Museum 

University of Arizona 

Tucson, AZ 85721-0026  

--------------------------------------------------------------- 

The GFR Center fosters the creative practice and cultural study of handwoven tapestries, 

used worldwide from prehistory to the present-day. 

  

Please note that you have received this message because you are a voluntary member of 

the non-interactive Tapestry ListServ, an occasional informational service of the Gloria F. 

Ross Center for Tapestry Studies in Tucson, Arizona.   If you choose not to remain on this 

e-mail list, please send a reply to this message, or to tapestry@email.arizona.edu and we 

will remove your address from the distribution list.  If you want to continue receiving 

these messages, it is not necessary to reply. Responses with your comments about this 

one-way forum and/or your full mail and contact information are most certainly welcome 

and can also be sent to tapestry@email.arizona.edu . 

  

Please share this information with others who have similar interests, and visit our website 

at www.tapestrycenter.org 

  

[The last GFR Center Listserv Bulletin was sent on 11/9/05] 

  

 


