Dear friends and colleagues,

We look forward to beginning a New Year with many projects accomplished and many
exciting ones ahead. I want to share news of just two projects with you because they
represent the culmination of one phase and an exciting start of several others.

For the past eighteen months, our campus office at Arizona State Museum on the
University of Arizona campus has literally "buzzed" with the sound of a digital scanner
during many hours of the day. Under Bobbie Gibel's vigilant supervision, students Nick
Smith and Lisa Edd have completed scanning ALL of the Gloria F. Ross (GFR) Archives,
comprising 211 file folders that contain nearly 10,000 documents! These letters,
photographs, sketches, announcements and all manner of materials tell the story of how
GFR Tapestries were created from the 1960s into the 1990s, and will eventually become
part of the national Archives of American Art in Washington, DC. Congratulations to
Nick, Lisa and Bobbie, who have worked diligently on this semester's project, and those
others—Heather Mikolaj, Karen Pennesi, Ramana Bhagavatula, Maria-Alicia Cruz, Jessy
Aceituno, Annie Feld, Olga Neuts, Barbro Huth, Mary Puller, and Teresa Biach—who
laid an excellent foundation for this success!

The next task for the Gloria F. Ross Tapestries project will be to organize and arrange the
scanned material through a specially developed relational database. This semester, we
welcome Library Science intern Li Sun, who joins us on this project. During the next
several years, we are looking forward to using these resources to produce a major book
on the GFR Tapestries, which will explore the roles that this creative work played, along
with other significant trends and participants, in twentieth century tapestry.

Our second news item is the acceptance of our proposal at the Arizona State Museum
(ASM) to organize an exhibition in Tucson from October 2004 through April 2005:
"Navajo Weaving at the Arizona State Museum: 19th Century Blankets, 20th Century
Rugs, 21st Century Voices." Positioned in two galleries at ASM, this exhibition will
showcase fifty rare Navajo wearing blankets dating 1800 to 1890 from the museum's
permanent collections and spectacular Navajo rugs and wall hangings dating 1971 to
1996 from a premier private collection. Navajo weavers Barbara, Sierra and Michael
Ornelas will collaborate with curator Ann Hedlund and the museum's staff. Specific
plans and fundraising for the exhibition and its public programs begin this month. Look
for this exciting juxtaposition of classic and contemporary Navajo tapestry-woven
textiles to culminate in a Tucson symposium and weavers' gathering in mid-April 2005.

We hope that you celebrated joyous holidays with family and friends. Happy New Year
from all of us at the GFR Center to you!
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E-mail: ahedlund @email.arizona.edu <mailto:ahedlund @email.arizona.edu>
Website: http://TapestryCenter.org



The Board of Trustees

Alice Zrebiec, President

Darienne Dennis, Secretary

Margi Fox Polland, Treasurer

Mary Lane

Lotus Stack

Ann Bookman, trustee emerita

Archie Brennan, trustee emeritus

Susan Brown McGreevy, trustee emerita

Bobbie Gibel
Administrative Assistant

Nick Smith and Lisa Edd
Work-Study Students
Office support extraordinaire!!!

Olga Neuts and Barbro Huth
Exceptional volunteers!!!

The mission of the GFR Center is to foster
the creative practice and cultural study of tapestry.

Please note that you have received this message because you are a member of the
noninteractive Tapestry ListServ, an occasional informational service of The Gloria F.
Ross Center for Tapestry Studies, Tucson, Arizona. If you choose not to remain on this e-
mail list, please send a reply to this message, or directly to tapestry @email.arizona.edu
and we will remove your address from this distribution list. If you want to continue
receiving these messages, it is not necessary to reply. Responses with your comments
about this forum, with or without your full mail and contact information, are most
certainly welcome. Please forward this message to others who would like to be added to
our list, or send us their names and e-mail addresses.



