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The Glorta F Hoss Callecrion of
Comicmporary Bavao Weavieg a
the Dremever At dluseom wow ladds
thirty=cizhi rogs amd tpesiries
YT |1:.' I.|1|r|'_r*-l:w-.| wenvicH and
OHe inan |E||ri|||_r| Hie 148 il |_',-\.r|:|'
mueeties. The collection’s Begimmings
arg imrerywined with anccher praojec
witch SCparae bt sl aned k:;n.al-; the
crrdtion of a scrcs ol original
taprstrcs conpsaoned by Moew
Yoaker Glors F Boss, desagmed by
CONECIEZOrary panler Eemncth
Moland, and wosen by several
HRI.'.7||I.'| waolnc, E]I,'\Ellll_'l_ll:_'i:
deAmct natsres—ane 3 e
volb:ction of Sourhwest ethnic design
and the ather an art wenoure
caygmatingg 1 Mew York— both
colles tivas ane callabworations that
have continued for moee than a
cecade, Pach progoos also dipend
vipon the appreciation of Mavajoe
wraving witiumn a unigee culiurzl
coaibexl and witlin 2 baoader
assthers fanvewaorle Our stary
begins with the Ross ™ol
Pavajo peoject and leads o the
developmen: ol the Gloria T Riss
Collection of Contemporary Mavajo
SWeavings ar the Denver Arr

P LEscu.

It the summer of 195, when | was
working for the Mavaje Trilal
Belmsenum in ahe heart of e Mavao
Reservanion, Deceived a mcssape
froom e York Oy A Bilapieis!
woman named Glora E Rass
waled (o comanssion Mavain
Weavers Ik make a series of fapessrics
designed by Amencan painter
Kenaesh Moland, A wxlcly
expereenced fapestey oitenr. she
would trarslare Molind's desiens
misk appropnia colors, rexrngs, and
Aismersions for the weavers. Using

Cikorrei B IGosa in e parii ioatni al Duenlaiii
Teddduig Pond, ®amatiis

inrazes by Forare Beandim, Jean
Caabai i, Robere Meoshicr e,
Loomise Mewelaoa, Frank 'f'.l;'||.|__|.||_'|-:
"r'-.1l.||'|!.l.-;'||:u.|||. Al |.|I:|||_'I'5._ |'I_|,|:.h ||,_||_|
Laziens |.'|:-||.|'I:|.|rJ|:|:||3: wich zriiscs for
CVEL TWHETIDY Viars, frsr in her Mew
Yurk waorkshop and then throush
COEIRISS IS E o vers L
Edimburgh, Scotland, and
Aubusscn, France.® Mow, she
weanced ooowark whitly Mataee
Armerican weavers xisl selecnxd
Kommecth Moland as dessiner. Kaoawn
for bis bold, shaped cinvases with
copocntrie crcles, cc's £y,
chevimons, dumonds, stripes, and
prlaicls, Mokl Balances fimely tuncd
cialor combinzniom "l-'-"'i"'": LI
geometry. In these paintings and in
tther winrk such as handiade prapeet
caordor and shape dominae, 'Witla
fulearees Lows, lee had beeea proneer
antdl well-knowmn proponent of the
Washing o Codor Field Schiol thar
emphasizad asbe omee sad, Veolor
ancl suefzee, cha’s all” N aldisan
]W!ﬁ:l Hizss '\il,'ll_"l_'r-l;h.,l Nu]..l_“d-i
weirk for a collabararian wirh
Mavan weavers bocavse the gl
Mavajo loons amd ats parnacular cype
of Lapstry wweave b Lo produce

COLLECTION

flar, even surfces enbvened by
Blocks of puns, unshaded codor. She
sany Ticl potenitial feor translating
Fdaslaisl |:-.|'.'||15||3_u,. iiri thas _"'-.:.|'.'..:_i|_'|
ki, 1xid T ko anvene with
whom she might wark?

| explaincd that Mavajo weavers do
et wirk i studios or arelives [ke
those Boss knew i Europe,
Surroudad by duldeen and
granddchildren, goars and sheep,
N.Tl.'.ijn WA VC T I:- |'-|: 4 "!, wesa b dis
shicor lsomes, T laey (ELE vt 21 thiciT
LI pace, EIRCing weaving i a
wide array of other honsehald and
cEmnrianty acvities. In mest cascs,
the wervers thenmselves chioose all of
thigir magerials and woek "o
sperulaion,” as ic weere fhiey wsaall Y
wait unitl & mg &5 ot oE thee lnopm
|.'l|.'r|:-r-:'1n:'l:1|'.-!.l_.1 buver

Bavaqo weaving, hke lite on the
reservarion. | wold Boss, places Jugh
waliae on dindividaalivy and
atenniny. Weivers work Trom thar
o lazacds xd [|||'I: '.!.'\-:'l|||1 -nll
EXpeTience, NoL rom paper maqueres
or cartoins (as they are called by
Fumpean tapestry weavers). They
are accustomed 1o beining a desizn
o e b loons aed 1o following a
panre e i their ouind., as dee
interlaced varins shage i They migla
not make a TLIp -:"\-:.||_'I:|:.l as sl
spocihicd. T heir desipis zimd color
combinations derive fram complex
origing—mdzrenous haskecry morics
coupled wath bormwed Pockln
lendian, Spanmsh, Analo, and fiddle
Eastern pasterns—Lair thicse
barrgwings are naodified and
reshaped incoa fully MNavago
CXPrEEsnG

| alsa cxplamecd ehat many women
stall nise thetr mamve Mavaje boguage
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The Gloria E Fooss Callection of
Comicmporary Bavao Weavang a
the Drenver At Mluseom now lolds
thirty=cizhi roges and apestries
YT |1:.' I.|1|r|'_r*-l:'.1.'-.| wRNrIcH and
Oe inian |i.||ri|||_r| i 1485 il |_',-\.r|:|'
rnsties. The collection’s Leglimeings
are imterywined with ancther projoc
with Separane bt el aned h‘:n.al-; the
crodtion of a serecs ol original
Eapestres conpmsaoned by Mew
Moaker Glorz F Boss, desaged by
CONECIEROrary panler Famncth
Moland, and wosen by several
NR'.'.=I||.| S, E:'I,'\Ellll_'l_ll:_'i:
distmct naceres — ane 3 museEm
valb:ction of Sourhwest ethnic design
and the acher an art venoare
crygmatingg 1 Mew York— both
collecricns are collaborations thal
have comrinied for more than a
cecade, Bash progeos also dipend
vipon the appreciation of Mavajoe
wraving withum a uiigee culiurzl
coqipext and witlin 2 broader
asstheis fanwewaorle Our stary
begins with the Doss ™ olasl!
Mavajo project al lead< so the
developmene ol the Gloria B Rss
Collection of Contempaorary Mavajo
SWeavings ar the Denver Arr

M wseum.

I the summer of 195, when | was
wikimg for tle BMavajo Trlal
Belasenua in b heart of e Mavajo
Reservadon, Dreceived a messape
friom Bew York Coy, A Bilapdes!
woman named Glora E Rass
waled o comanssion kavain
Weavers ik ke a senies of tapessrics
designed by Amencan painter
Eeenseh Molaid, A wadcdy
cxpeTeeniced fapssary aliiaig. she
would trarslare Molind's desiens
mksk appropiane coloss, rexnings, and
dismersions for the weavers. Wsing

Cikorei o IG0da i B parii ioatni al Daenlaiii
Teaaduip oot Sasdeis

inrazes by Forare Beandim, Jean
Db, Robere Meoshicreecl,
Loonmise Mevelaoan, Frank ";.I:'||.|__|.||_'|-:
"r'-.1l.||'|!.l.-;'||:u.|||. .||I-\.| |.|I:|||'I'5._ |'I_|,|:.h ||,_||_|
lazen |.'|.'p||.|'|:|.|rJ|:|.1|3: wich zriiscs for
CVEL TWHTIDY Vears, frsr in hor BMew
Yurk waorkshop and then throush
COERRS IS Fo o vers L
Edismburgh, Scotland, and
Auvbusscn, France.® Mow, she
weaneed coowark whitly Matasve
Armerican weavers xisl selecnxd
Kenmecth Moland as dessimer. Kanowsn
fon bis bold, shaped cinvases with
conocntre crcles, o’ s-epes,
chevmons, dumonds, stripes, and
prlaicls, Mol Balances Gncly tuncd
color combinzniom "l-'-'ii""": LIS
pgecmetry. In chese paintings and in
tther winrk such as handiade papet
carlior and shape dominate, 'Witla
fulearees Lows, lee had been o proneer
atdl well-known proponent of the
Washingron Codor Field School thar
emphasized, as be omee sad, Meolor
anc suefzee, cha's all” Naldisan
]W!ﬁ'l Hitss :vil,'ll_"l_'rl;h.,l Nu]hu]"i
weork fior a collabararian wirh
Mava weavers bocanse he gl
Mavajo loons amd ats parncular cype
of Lapostry weave wed Lo prsduce
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flat, even sur b enbvened by
Blocks of pane, unshaded codor. She
sany ticly postenitial feon transbating
Fdislaixl pratigaigs iiiri this _"'-.'.|'.'+_i|_|
b, 1xid T R anvene with
whom she might work?

| explaincd that Mavajo weavers do
et wiork i studios or arelives [ke
those Boss knew i Europre,
Surrouded by dulderen and
grandchildren, goars and sheep,
N.Tl.'.ijn gL = R I:- |1||'.| I|!| wesak dia
shicrr lsmes, Tlaey [ELE vidid 21 thicir
Il pace, FIRCing weaving i a
wide array of other honschald and
domraumty atvates. In mest cases,
che wervers thenmselves choose all of
chieir magerials and wooek "o
specularion,” as i weeres thiey wsaall Y
wait unitl a mg g5 oo ot thee lnorn
betore seeking a buyer.

EMavajo weaving, hike hite on the
reservarion. | wld Ross, places Jugh
waliae on fisdividaality and
sty Weivers work o thar
o lazacds xnd I:|||'i: '.!.':'J.|||1 ol
eXperience, noL (rom paper maueres
ur cartodans (as they are called
Fumpean tapestry weavers). Thew
are accustomed 1o bomning a desizn
o e loons aed 1o following a
parre e i their owind, as dee
interlaced varis shape i They migla
oL make a :|I||rI -:"\-:.||_'I:|:.l HES '\-\.h;'
spocahied. Their desigis aimd color
curmbimations derive fmom com [l
origing— imdzrenous haskecry motics
coupled wath bormwed Pockls
lenlian, Spanmsh, Analo, and fiddle
Eastern pasterns—bar thicse
borrgwings are nodified and
reshaped incoa fully Mavago
CXPPTEEIn0

I alsa cxplamecd chat many women
stall nise tler mamve Mavaje boguage



arnd o ot speak Enplish fluendlys
commumication conld be a challenge.
Cin L esghier hand, there are Mavago
weeavers with colleje degrees and
inrer nariomal cravel experiences. Io
their case, fimdingy time inalasad v
busy schedules coubid b the
chiallenax.

Pz wiie Watchiiia waoiking a1 lame. Bilichos

Spirital concerns also migrhs bioic
eodllabvaration, Inaddmion fo
avasding excessive belhavior of any
ki, sradhinonal weavers dio nos
weark at certame aaees, sucly a5 kg
proparatias G a corcimaay, by the
final stases of progonascy (lese e sup,
Lo uiaidmpishied weliein else by is
b ), 3l dwrings Fresprent suanancr
raimstorms Althoorh few, 1f any,
wioven designs ane held suorced | somne
wonnen harbor strong feclings
aaiist wisiving cerlai Lyjes ol
desizms—those thar complenely
caclose i figuce, for insranee, and
l|1|_'r'.|_' ﬂ;_-'.i_!:nl_'lj |'|:|.' anineoie clse, [
was, of courss, simplilying maticrs,
because mey heldwaork cncthe BNavago
Reservation had shoowen o, 10
nothing clsc, that weavers actually
fake 2 wide range of approaches o
theie crall.

Working with Mavajo weavers, as in
any cross-—ciloaral :-nn.-r_r.rin.'._ wromalel
be an advenrure in Aexibilioy and scli-
discovery, Lstening to and learning
froan thiir vagws would luve 1o take
precedenee over Cxpressing Ol owm
inbereats and wishs, Wonld MNoar
Wosrker Caloiad Hooss amid .h.l.w.ajn
wesners i commuon ground an
which o make commissioned

fapesteass? Aend wasibd 1 2 swseum
anthropedogist, e walling e
collaborare an a project char coubd
direotly inflence the craft of 2
Macive Anierican secicry?

Chu retleenon, [agneed to booane
part of tue propece. T eclecricisin
and diversiny of cureent Mavaje
weeavingg trghe well serve a8 an asses
1 the Ross/MolandfMavajo project.
Thie weavers” stronge idenriies and
seli~derermination chac I'd orgnally
listee as pesential obstades becane
the very reasans to callalorate.
Lltianately, ooy decasion to
prarcapate i s vennine was bassd
o TOLiE eSS,

Firsr, shie HA'.'J.jn world is resiliont
sl eclecoe. Whils Mavajoowoavers
have opered themsebves toa wide
variery of milfeemees over the 300
years since they adopaed de crali
thoy have maintaanad a
claarscierissically Mlavago seisse abos
thesir work, |I'il:||t:|L:‘|.‘| chiar this
incejrrity wothd survive Vet e anon
ineroduced setof images and that the
weavers would adaps che new
clegemnis Lo tuar own purposes,
Thiear inpcise interest i the process
of wWeaviing prompts them oo make
cextiles with diverss imapes,
Furthermarne, becase tee Mavapos’
appriach to most woven desiens 15
secular and nonsymboelic, i seamed
hkely thar Moland's dosigns wonld
be accopted alongside amilar

i [} o f § 2

Jecomad, Mavajo weving 5a
practical, commercial coterprase;
many sweavers want the incone sl
profissiona recopnitonsach 1
project would bring. Most Mavags
fmilics mix diffesent income

soibrces=— [ill-itme wape labar, pari-
e and sessonal jobs, stockrasing,
farming and howschold gandens, ans
amel erafis, weelGare and oclscr federal
amil erabal subsadics say all
contealute g0 an cxtended fmaly's
collective suppaort. Familes raggps
from very poor oo quice wellzo=clo,
depending largely on how much land
and liveseock they comtral and by

thett a00ess 1o wage-paving jobs,
Wi l.'iul_l._ as gt ol ke ["-.':'.'J.Jl:-s'
mixed ecomomy, can make ihe
differernice berwem A cenoous aned an
adequate living for many Foamlics.

Third, avtenomy amd nsbivadualizn
are 2 prominent featuioe of Mavijo
culoire, Shouldin'o the weavers
themisclves have the option /o acceqt
of reject Boss's proposal?

Aol fowr e, collabosaney on the
Bross progect would offer me new
ppparnndtics for stwdymg the
relationships botweoon Mavao
wecavers and Elecir patrons aisl
clienits. Tloe Fess/ Mol /Mavajo
project would exwnd my research
aisd pavvvide anorher wav
compensate seme of the weavers
with wlhwym 1% been workme,

Calora Boss ane 1 onade oair st joion
cxpedatiom to che PNavags
Resorvatiom during the swmmier of
1979 T adlseddie e, sl st i several
simall painrings by Eemnech Pluband
o serve as madels for the Idava
weavers whom we wanld select. |
will never forget picking upa
modestly wrapped package at the
Greylound bos stateen i Gallup,
Mew Mexico, and unpacking
Maland's rea gemlike arpenorks—
ane was handowade, tineed paper, the
ather a painting in acrylee, Ross and [
eraveled extensively acress the
rescrvation shat summer. We visited
many ol the weavers whio had
cullaboraad witly e on carlicr
pesgarch projeces, and we save many
FupEs in peogiess, Several weavets
agrevd to create large @pesTies fram
Kenngth Molind designs. 1Ross
worked with them an averall
chimensions aml madid propos tons,
varn wrights, color sclocton, and g
milttde of cisemtal details, Beversl
"Mavajollolasds,. " 05 we came 19
call chem informeally. were produced
for Gloria F. Ross Tapestrics by the
el of ls YA, Eiqu:ll':.' in1|.'-|:-rr.:.11t.
Hoss recopnized the weavers” own
argtic mlens and booglie sevenl
rugs wivven wath the weavees' own

i,



Durmg owr lang drives throngh
Mavajo coumtry, we compared naces
alsout weaving lustory, Amcrican
Inddzan culouees, elec are cnacket,
MusCIm achvities, travel in otlser
pares af the world, our Gaosilics and
tricnds, and anyhing else thar came
to mend. A special friencship was
swallly and srmoothly Rrmed, My
atstheopaligeeal world inthe
Aoughvest ancd her are-onenbcd
warkl ol the East Coast puade perloo
colnterpaing. Thoss appaedatod the
visual aspecrs of weaving and ofouwr
surrmndings, while 1 was pone
attumed o thear celoaral and

historecal signaicance. She relacsd o
thi pecsanal clenmmes of each
wegaeer's [l amd | often Recused an
their colleoive exporicnees, Sl
EaphL me ri st iy '-""'"'j“'-ll-'-':"':-":"-*
abiur z=theric |]||.15i|;:,' ey il over
aim; [ showed her bow osee the
wravers wark |:I'|rr.-||z';E1 tlas s al
ananthropologiss, bow o look 2 the
indepondent wxd miernal meries of
anarcher culrune’s aesthetics.

Cm enir secoiid feservation brop
March 1950, Hoss gl sewvetal siore
PMavayod Malarsbs ine grodiscio aand
uu-;.|_l.|||:|.'d EIHNTE COMER TN AT I l.'&1_|'q:-
Tuzs. By then, she had ssdicd
Pavajo wisivime and added thar
kowledpe o bier extonsave
underseanding of tapestey and Lne
arts, And, even shough she swasa’t
necesmanly inseresned o acqguarig: a
large persanal collectiomn, the
callecimg bug had scruck.,

A e went o, Reass anel 1 bejran
tox ealk abonet chee prossthaliey of
establishing a collection of
comrempnrary Mo weaving at a
major art ke, We ngruﬂj that
e vlmmte purpose of snch &
wodloctica should be to exemplify the
best weaving we saw in progress on
the reservaticnd, Haie boow sleould “ilie
best” be defined? Ross™s prinsary
imtent was oo asserble Mavar
examples that covld be presented as
fime art m wrban art siscisigs, w e
tlizie vrsual qualivies wonld be jucdged
b the sinve critema as Eoroamierican

farse and decoracive ares, Her
cxprrimeed eve and acstheric
sonsibilitics would establish 2
Baschine for selectan fram this
DS P TV,

Miv ethnographic knowledie of the
wreavers and chigis |'q.||.'1,:,:r| ||.||||!'|_ I|1-¢||'
tecloarl |.':I.|:I\.I:|!§||i!i.|=-i, il l.'..'-q,'.ll."ilt|__l|
trerds swoold add 2 oelnaral
disncnsien to the selection process.
We would =ock one-of=a=kind
eaperirnenty, as woll as rogs
represenning knowa styles. We
wiould highlight the individisl
creacivary of the weavers, Always,
wr apread, thie collecrion <licild
demanserate che rechniceal |'-I'-:!-|I|_'i|_'l'||_".-'
and celectic spanis chat characrerize
feCenl [ aviago weaving,.

The size amd dhiversaty of the Denver
A duseuny masle i oar chiosce for
this collection of significant
COINLEMEaTy r".’.1.1.".1_",4_'.- texriles. Mose
impoctamt, the mascue has a
traditson of hononng native peoples
and their art as an nteeral part of 1
Lirger muissionn, Founded 1 1893, che
Drenver Arc Muscum held the farse.
ard Fer many years the only,
collecrion of v ane .u_'|:|||.i|,|_-|_| |_'|'_,'
anare musearn aceording 1w
acstletae, cultural, and hiscorical
critemta, The Deparmment of Tndian
Arts, ax the Mattve Acts Departoovens
weas st called, was cstablishied in
1925 expressly e pretere and
shonarcase Native Amencan
comeribiings 1o |]|r l.'..'nrll_l |_||. At
Frodere FL Douglis, coragor of the
deparument from 193% g 1955, was
mspensble for the development of 2
e collection of “oatstanding
exaniples of almost every style and
medivim in which Matve Amcocn
artisgs worked” (Coiig 197001 0). The
Reowss colbeczion weould bald oo rhe
mnscum's o superh collectian of
Soutlwestern wevmsr

Dy elae cowd of 1R, Glona Reoss had
sedecned several Mavigo rugs from
Pt pecett seservation purchiases as
mifis oo chee Dienver Are SMuoscumm asd
l12ed esiabilished a peneraus find e
Lo ereate anid eurate o permanent

codle ctiom o contemporary Mavagas
weaving, | was 1o pinchase additions
mok thie collection during my travels wo
variones pargs of the Bavago
IXeservarion, Gosals o tlse Gloria B
Maas Collooon of Consmporary
Mavaja Weaviog were draswn up
with Buchiacd Comn, chen cunasar of
marive At el nosw chief cararer
avnd e sucorssive directors of the
enuisesien, The explicn puidelmes
haes wog chaneed sinee theis
imceprion;

= T .'|i.‘|.'_:|i||.' sanitie ol 1 sl
e TR ol fisdkrn Mavam
weaving vailable by inneder o
repeesent ehie best arcmie aml
distlietic qualities of the cralt;
T illvesirace curpens mends in Mavago
wraving by secking as wicke 3 ranige
af syl marcrials, amd techndiques
as restbke, mouling bBath
FEprEs calEhie | :,'|,'\-||..||_:| anid
aberiaie 1.".'|.II.'I|}II"|;
Tar -Ii.'-:'|lli|:|' s wikli ds it
documeencation as possibhe abour
cheir corstrucrai (e, lative
rames. tvpe uf woal and varn, diyes,
i, ). thor makors [cihmograph:
backgransd, islividial baapraphical
datal, and gheir culture (histomol
L'l.'l:ll!l-\.lltlil.., '\-!.'ll.l':l:l'.':-:’ K1t i r'.:_
And Lascly, e comaplement the
PR e el dmigal collart s with
examples thar extend sovliseally
arsd tenyporally the inteepecrarivie of
Mlavayis weavings already possibie.

Lhe Gloia E Ross Collection of
Contemporary Mavajo Weaving is
thus the reszle of 2 anique
collaboration beoween donor,

+

rescarclier, weavers, and mausewm. Io
iz also e product of a diakemic
berwoen Toss™s art Fnstorical
[acstheric]) apprmach amd my
.1:|||:I1r|'|}'q'|lu'|4_-|i|_';.| {(cielosral)
perspeoive,? In this collection,
Mavajo weaving ca b soen as a
visaally i:.'-:cil:ing art, |;':|'u;'r|:,;in|:=; frcmiie
and seill enneeslyed 1 2 rich cwloaral
miateik. Like arelsis of 2oy acher time
and place, the wearvers ans medoadual
crearers who contrilmee ko the
i.'i.‘ll!ill!']l'lFll‘lr.‘l:!l' apl '.'.l|_|r||! CYTT A% I;||;,"r'
resprond o aed deowe rom i

Frutting tojrether the Boss collection
al e Dhemver Are Museam has
i el queestions abous



gelecting and interpreting neve
ohjecrs and deseribing che lives of
tlense who make them. For instancs,
tle=re 15 constderalde challeiaee in
attempting Lo collect “the bese™ or
“the fincst.” & search for the
“inewlern masters T of Mavajo
wWeaving I:|||‘|:I.:|.' is haund o be
quixotic, Fusr there are many well-
qualihed contenders and many cross-
cuthing criferia W cmploy —rechizical
proficoncy, desagns, colors,
mmatertals, hisrerical conpecnons,
family Backgraond, previous
accomplishmenss, And che search
pay h..'gin [{3e141Y FIEAINY \'E-E"‘.'l.'r.ll:-'il'lr'l—
are hitsnsrizn, :||||.|.'I|:r-:r-_|1-:||.-:n_.15|:, privabs
collecrin, busiss persaar, Insein
rurator, relacve, neiglbor
commumity member, fellow weaver,
and others, Mative Aaneescans,
Anelo-Amcricans, Buropeans, ad
groups with ather echnic orgins bold
diffeieir views, and sa do members
watliine each of those groups, Clearly,
chere 1z no snele set ol olgeetive
crabemia Eor colleetng.

The Rass collection sopresents a meld
ol pr:_'||i_-_-.-,i|._||'|.|l ard FH.'TSI.'I!IHL
decisions, The broacd soals ot were
onrlined ar the project’s outset aways
guided choares, Crne of thie tikse
umparkant standands—visial

LRI — s !.ll.'t":-'l.'lll-ll ELE 4
devcloped by examining Hrerally
thousands of rugs over the past two
ddecades awl ganged very dircctly by
personal preference. “Technscal
prodecency (approprae theesd
counts, sirghil edoes, cycinss,
unusual materialz, and <o forch] was
nocessary bl nod alasie salficicnt.
Culrwral aind biographical criteria
{orends represenmed, regionzl styles,
family lincages, prizes received, for
cxample] added weighe. We alsar
vioik 1t accouat low cach riapy
contnibuted o the collocrion as a
whobe—bhoew at fic wirh aocher pieces
and what kind of fterpretation i
coiiled aold s thie overall storv of
weavinge's visalicy,

Lisrening carefully and trying o
represens che diverse wiewpoints of

Mavajo craftspenple have posed the
Mot :"-:cil.'i:ng i.'IJ1FII'|rI.'II:I1:I|'iIL1- im this
projece.® As Canaduan musoum
cleremor Maclael Aanes (19205
avaws o Musarm, Auffaapelag) and
the kit
Theps amv mzmy woiics, iBdEy 5100k,
They domat add b ome Cdnssrel
W T shewilid |]II.':.'. Lescause I:|I|.'!|'
el thlbzraes poaple wich
difierent wienss 1wl sxperienoes. We
aevertheless eed oo liseene The
anticulativn of paive poines ol view
iy serye oo renvind s dhat canssdies
divnai have the dimal wond, s ibe

comiEmuing imberaciion biaam thee
AT |:-|_'rh.||-n;l:||.'n that s anuic il

Linlike many Bavajoe blanket and
rugr collsosens deseribed from
traders” ancl callectors” pers peoves,
documentation for e Raoss
collcction vicws woavers s a0y
protaeonisrs cather than passive
pecipients of and respondents o
outside influences, Becawse Fmonota
]"-.I.a'.':l._in weaver, [ do nos write from
the weavers” perspective, bae | have
eraecl o wbserye aod lscen losely ad
have beguin, al least, toe underscand
biow hietle of the weavess” own
prrspoctives ae repseseniied in ocher
collections or publications, Tles Hoss
collecrion reflecrs miv im:erprer_'u:iun:
of the many vaices thar belomes to
contermporary Mavajn weavers.
Indeed, thicwe weoavers awd thear
Tarnilies are pact ol the incendsd
avidienee Gor Cais book and
exhibation, and 2o our dialopne
ceitigivies, 1 leak fo l.'-.'.anhui:l...':"ll:.' Lo
the timie when Mavijo weavers
oTganize museun collectons,
exhibirs, aned catalogs and
independently ke musom projects
i ey ad undocesevn directions.”
Pecw dicecLions miehe nocan engirely
different mtentions, goals, or
forevars, sl | rclish changhss of
swhat [ oannnt yer inegiee.

The weavers represented bore were
involved dinectly in practical aspeaos
of the Toss colbecion. Whenove
prasible, weavers were wokl their
wiork was going 1 the Drever Ao
Muwseum for an eventaal book and
cxhibic and asked in whar other ways

choy would like 1o b involved, Bxch
Eave e mLscur CXpress written
permission o peprodice che work;
fior BsLies L:-I'pl VALY, SN declined
tin |luzve their paciures taken or
imchecled here. These who agnoad
received prines of my platographs of
themselves, their fmilics, il
boowes. They also meviewssd amld
made sugeestions about whar was
writren abaue them. Becanse of local
rivaleiss, Fxmily jealansies, and
{nmncial concerms, two weavors—a
mther amd dauglier—declimed o
have detinls of thwar carcers iscluded
here. Althinegh they cmigimally
agroed o the se of thar naimes, they
hiter asked for anonymicy.” With a
characterisoc respect far antanemy
and wirthout a hine of resignarion,
ather weavers counszled us 1o de the
Pectect our own way. Clias up o
vuw, " they eiten sad.

We assembled the Glosia E Ross
Collection m the daunting

Ll:|| ""'"]l-":l!l'-' lh;l |]||.'|5.r YA VDESR
selecisd could eastly haoomne singular
icems For Mavaje weaving. Hundreds
of nthers equally deserve
recagnition. The wreavers chosen ame
unuestionably among the vory by
the point o cmphasize & chag e
ane snll eahees, meritorious bur
unaaned feee, The Toss collecrion i=
i enexint as 3 remplace for collecing
“name" weavers or thewr specific

sy les of s,

Clerkain tactical questors alse arose
i the collecting process—nol just
il il wliat to represeie, B how
o buy? Whesever pracical, we
Trgaighie dicecly from the weavers, In
i efTorn o dociment markering as
pare of the weavers' world, rug
perchases were 2lso mads froom an
array of mriles—small eradig
perats, large rusy stomes, dive off-
rscrvation gallenes, tie Crowppsine
Feus Anctza, the Musswin ol
Morchern Arizena’s MNavaje Show,
and Sanea Fe's [ndian Marker, A
persiscent challenge requirsd
balancig theee goals: to maxaime
il set aside bor purchases, to pay



prices thar horsst weivers and
criciuraste thermn ve do cheie best
wirk, and 1o minimize interfenence
m the local economic system in
whach local traders are long-term
participants. Weavers and eraders
alike agrec thar catablislung an
apprapniye price is o diffieult
nndereakig

There is. alsas, che inevigahle macer
of nalbuenang the weavers” furare
wark through oar selecions, Ames
(19648 apaly notes chat
Santliegologists Hoeagh ther
curaterizl and reseanch activities ane
actvedy contributing to the
develapment of the phenonicn
which thew are so busily collecring
avd stuchyang. ™ Flaceng; special orders
aisd selicting rugs that meeer cercain
rechiical and avsthenic eriteria can
have sigmidfecant, but unprediceable,
mpact ok fiitizie production as
buyers’ standards and expecrations
become reinforeed in the weavers'
minxl=. In facs, such SURREsTions,
minlvertent or intended, are oiien
weleoined by womvers eager lor
teadback foan tw marke
Teassuringly, Mavajo weavers'
FeSHASES :l_'|'|IJ.i|1I HESE | I'-'-'il'!.'h-.
delighttudly their ovwn—it is “up o
them” to diecide wluar ideis 1o use
aitdd svluat ko dhscand.

I farse visited the Mavajo Indian
Beservation in 1% when, as a
pealogy stedone, [ spost two weeks
lakang in the canyons amund Mavaje
boumezin, T che nest few years, |
learned o s and weave, ."l.r|F"||.|—
stybe, while briefly levieg on a sheep
G i Canada: | switched from
studyung rocks to anchropology; and
oeaede pany vusics 1o Mavaio
cauntry, Tlss aformation about
Mawaja weaving and cultwre | presant
it this casalog comes principally

[ram the weavers ooirth whoin | have
workeed smee the mid 1970k, Secking
Ak fiEny prrspectives as possible, |
Ralkexd iwor valy with weavers and
shecir Gimmilies, but alsa with
nonweaving Mavajos, traders,
EEI“HI!HH, =i '..'J.l:i;_'."_ }L'IHJ-L?J

teachers, and coalal olfcals: [siodied
wrading post ledgers and wisivers'
scrapbooks; Latcaded sheep
shearings, comnsinily meetmas, and
ruir zismions, by erlicsr beldwerk
aevirlvecl the srudy of Blankess and
TUES moanuscums and a STV Of
traclers sl their rug vveneorecs on
the Mlavais Rescovation. For ony
cocreral disseranon, | eadsered
biggraphical and culmral
information from vasvers in ore
community, aec §learssd abour s

sicing and twaching netwnrks,
divesions of labor and roles of
telatives, rehigtous and spirizual
issues, miarkehng patteris, and
cooaoanid conecins (Hedlued 1533,
[ alsar documenoed the raee of loom
types, ather moals, o matcriak, aed
tochinicpues in use during e 1570
amel creheies [Hodlomad 196570, i |
reenilarly surveyed the state of the ari
across L reservation (Hedlund
1558), Far several saommers | worked
for the Mavajo Trlal Mmoo n
Wamelow Hock, wlere | examnined
and dooonented the callecion of
Southwestern Blankers and rugs ansd
mvelved bocal weavers moghe
AILISCLIE.

“Parncipat observaton” & te
miajor method ol anthropological
fiekdwork, and that is lew maost of
muy Tirse oo the reservano s
spont— watclagr, lise g, and
I.1.'|-'_1.||.!.: part in activisiss—in ander to
learm about Mavaie familics, cheir
weaving practices and preferences,
asicl the Larger context 1 which they
liwe, Teing a dlapdare handsptner
and weaver mysell, 1 aften work
.114'-11;£i|:|¢ [‘-I'J.l.-'.'.j-n wiedvers, wlh less
need o ralk than oo conaribue
throupl zeraty. As one weaver
apily observes, “Itis noca Bavape
weay e ask questions. ™ Being prescoe
for everycliy ansl spocal cvonts in
many lwmmes, helpang cook necals,
herd sheep, and corral canbe, giving
people rides ro the stare, school, or
hospizal, sctiimg up my own loom,
and ko tutored by iy adoped
Blavaps "motleer " —as weell as che
o for ol actvities of keeping

fcldnates, gqnl:l:-erinﬂ cersns darz, and
miaking maps—all have conorbured
Lo iy ||.'l.'r|.1|:|1g_ about weavers and
tlacic waork, to choosme preces for
ehie Ross collection, and to wrting
this haoalk,

The weavers’ oun words, used
r|'|.|'-.'ll'|l:.i!|1|'|lll :I]IH |'||||1L_ W 1|:\._|_|r|_||_';,!.
o tape or iy harsiwrinen fickl
isdes and reprsent mone weavers
than those with rags in the Boss
collection, Many conversatons took
place sie Blavajo with ca-te-spot
tramslations or verbariin translationm
made lacer from tape-recondings.
Heocause English is spoken asa
socand languane by mnany Mavajos, |
bave corrected grammar shighly in
direct Evelish quotations toclarty
et and o represent the
speakers accuratehy as articulate
indivichuals when :.E'u_-.;l-;im__r. it
rative lamgraage, Brackers indicare
my editarial additions. Although all
spuoted speakers gave me permission
I repeat thor statemenes, | have
preserved their anonyvemicy when
requested, For Mavajo terms, 1 have
uised Yoy, arud Morgan’s
arthgrapdiy (19800, war thie
cxooptson of the “glish L aid the
svinbol for nasalized vowels

The next chapter of this book briefy
syirnbnanizes the 330-vear history of
Paawapo wedvang and thon describes
i e aletail tee conpemyporary
seetingy for Mavajo woaving. The
lively 19806 are marked by a number
of socal, econnnic, ansl acsifienic
trends that contribuge o the carens
sLatus -:l:l':‘q.ln'.u._'il:- wu:.-.'in[_l; a5 &N AT
focin: | dmoss n partonlar the
wasivers’ amtanomy, colecicisin, and
enypliasis on process. | have divaded
tles rexcriles in e Gloria F Hoss
Celection into five groups Based on
thear desipn soarces, The glossary
coautaies dedimitions for pectinen
wieavingg terms, histerical and
COMIEMPRTATY Mg seyles, aid
selected N.rl.'.ajn- wnreds, |'ve e linied
i the babliography boeds and
articles | recoamanend For fzreher
i as well as full referenoes far
sonpocs [ve cited 1 the fext.



Ts I|!J.:|-I she Gilosia E Ress Collemaom
refleots e m:uj-:_:-r weaving treisks amd
ceaditions ofthe 19805, Tt doonmients
A viral cvaft don ng A decade in which
CIOLCTEENT AFLists created cxprossions
ob tlecar soceety, sparsuality, patmoas,
and, perliaps moest imapactant,
themselves. A che crafl nioves oo,
there will alvweays e imore oo see and
Fibe s RAY, .'".'h. NiE: WEaser 1i0ids,
W am guang: ol Wene et
!.Ll.lill!{ |k [l-\.l el A ] |.||-|i.|.'j|||.|,|.
Juise e yomi [avhice peaple], wie're nos
paing buck, we'ee following you. Wi
want Jour kids] 10 ga mo schoal saour
ks will learn how oo gon] ligher
educigans.

Cin loonss througlious the Mavaio
|2|.-\.|_'| walinia |-c:-,|:|':,' I:|||'|l:' dieg I'|I.|t|:,'
rups thar build oo she pieces s
coldemion. Mew yarns, innovaove
tonls, and srmulating ideas for
mmagcry are explored by weavers
cvery day. Fuading a binal curoall
poinl Cor tae cellection as i is
presented Teene was a niajor challenge
berxitae Ma l.'.'|j-:'b l.'u.'n:-J.l.'inr; i% 2 'Ii'l.liﬂg
art. The Hoss collection, we hope,
will comtinue to o and reideot
fubare changes m Mavajo weavmas.

"The Mavajo word for any sl (aucasiang
persse is itapkise, appeecinly denvod v
ihe Spanide. sawriava Croung @l Mogan
15k 230, | o sher Plavage oo thesirghasar

ihis Bk,

*idecia F Roas has alus collaboraial wzh
Ricliard Asmakicwics, Milics Avoey, Gons
Lawie, Soaarr Pave, Paul Bxleyv. Helim
Frankeshiler, Robet Gosincugh, Adalph
Lapciliels, AL Hel. Hire Hodinidit, Faad
Jenking, Alexander Libzraman, Wichaed
Lindnzr. Morng Louis. Conred Masca=Relli,
Larry Poonis, Clitford [bosd. Lices Sagiiieds.
IEichard S, and Espoar Trava

Ha=mes Llfined nates, “The bonndarzs afare
and saiener, the acaikeyie and e
amthregdegzical, are net permanersly fived
Inderad anilirepelugy s=af Dnearts mnsnmes
liawe sevenn]y slwm wipts el
inerpenewanon (1984 724). Hie has
ilizovrsed ar geear lengrh “she am-culne
wvenem™ i wiksch objecis—art and anifaos
miws wichan 3 marmix wheee clasificaions
2= molaervg walues cam be asngned aned
rranegned arcnrding o comnexy aned
pemsperitvr. favso weaving proodor s
peuvereaives exxmnpke ef the arelembicg ayriem
i Acksr

FMavajo slice helow Ganado Misa

"Therubier of erhiiographic ooEeoiing g
cxhibi=making has arsemed coigiderable
stholirhe ateention oo the padre decsdao 1am
able bz o e Hocr cn osdy 3 dew sagocs af
these enmierpriecs, The camples innerplan
amieng ealboiors, aeraroas, anid “ithe
rilleered™ i adibesseid goovencaived v amd sk
muih imight i sl weeks de Soces (195G
1593}, Chilliaed {155H], K p aed Livise
(15T, Stocking C1945), aml Vergo (14E4]

“Recerin wi s o chie sulgc hialle e
carlier noncis of museum authosiry and
exanne bues of culmnrad represenizsion. Soe,
for exmarnple, Doaningyes (10], Jules
Raoeene (UL, WPHD, Karp oral, §19990,5, amad
Peloers | 15RI0

fheveral publicanens amed exhibiin mehoned
and czraked by Mavajou alezady poani the way.
[Euih Ibeadd has wrtien aml edecd am
ul sgmizeant works abauk weaving (bocwadd
190k, 1L, 1G] The paesheadb T
aind D 3= o "B e whedl wntlzns fing

ar sk W rIedl Tioen Pl e refs i

Pl by ILpdiriagy s .'-:;h'..'nl P A T I
Syatvecn e, curared by §laary Walns, was
muotnind ar Mavapn Commseaicy Colees
i Hiaiachl: Culeoee Cineer n 197775
Weaver [0 %, Brgay s an sctive pariicipant in
planmme 2 major cazsalog amd exhibaiim of
Mavajo blankets and rugs ai The Malzonal
Plescum ef Be American Indumn, schiafuled

[us PR -AE.

1k

Tlazai ol watclicealt sl otlice sagforines
eeciinlly oomwelilied dny podailile
advanages of "goiing public.” Botli wesves
ureginally aprocd v my wsing cheir namas
lsevanss sheir wark hal alicaly appearcd in
wweral liwibs anil magazing s —witkeur ibei
permisain, wever. Llnlizenimately, Slavaja
weavere olben discover thar wonk haw bege
nepethluse] witkeut promisaos alibcugh the
L5, copyrsaki liws s ngendad 2o protecl
igis Sreafanes prodass o ey Loall s’
et bd. The ddle ol o el od @i s nod
aupoeatically erasdier Copyrazhes v the
bover the arest penaiis al copyrzhe
privibeges. Hid che weck may o be

e prord iveed beany Fores withour permisson




